
May 7, 2020 

The Brewer’s season never began.  The Buck’s season never really ended.  The sports programs 
your children might have been involved with this summer probably aren’t going to 
happen.  High school, college, and even 8th grade graduates will finish a milestone in life 
without the graduation experience they had expected.  What is school going to look for your 
son or daughter once the summer is over?  Who knows?  

Today I read something from a fellow WELS pastor serving in Illinois.  The information he had 
recently read makes it sound like as they begin to open up again, the governor of Illinois is not 
going to allow gatherings of more than 50 people until a vaccine for COVID-19 is 
available.  Granted, that is the challenge that our fellow WELS brothers and sisters to the south 
of us are going to have to deal with.  But there is no indication at this time that Governor Evers 
is going to make it easier for us on this side of the border.  Could it be 2021 before we are able 
to ALL gather as the body of Christ in one place at one time?  Perhaps. 

As information has slowly been disseminated, it is clear that conducting Confirmation in near 
proximity to this unusual school year was not going to be able to happen as all parties had 
hoped.  The Worship Team met on Sunday (5/3) to discuss a number of scheduling issues, 
including Confirmation.  The recommendation was made to now schedule Confirmation for 
August 16th.  While we would love for this to be a gathering where all of God’s people are able 
to get together and to show their support for our 2020 confirmands, we remain uncertain of 
whether we will be able to hold a celebration service as we are accustomed.  That being said, if 
the governor continues restrictions on the size of gatherings beyond August 16th, we will strive 
to make adjustments so that we are able to confirm these young people on that day. 

What might that look like?  The size of gatherings allowed by the governor will help answer that 
question, but it could mean that only immediate family will be able to attend, and it could 
mean that the class will have to be split into smaller groups.  We will continue to monitor the 
situation and try to make adjustments as needed. 

Examination, however, will be scheduled to be completed by month’s end.  As had been 
planned previously, Examination will be conducted at church in private the weeks of May 18 
through May 29.  This will take place with only pastor, confirmand, and parents (and 
confirmand’s siblings if you so desire) present.  If you would like other family members to be 
able to watch using Facebook Live or Zoom, arrangements can be made.  You will receive an 
additional email within the next day to sign up for a day/time.  You will also receive a reminder 
of what is being asked of your children at Examination, including their completed essays. 

Thank you for the patience and understanding that you have shown during these difficult times. 

God’s blessings to all of you! 

 


